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HOW REDS ARE TRYING TO INFLUENCE AMERICANS 


A great deal is likely to be written about Communist propaganda during the next few 
months. For Americans and others in the West are beginning to realize as never before that in 
the hands of a Communist propagandist words are more than mere talk. They are tools for getting 
other people to do what you want them to do. They are weapons to be used in furthering the 
spread of Communism. 


We already know that Red propaganda has been effective in other parts of the world. Gen- 
eral Sir John Glubb, recently ousted as Commander of the Arab Legion of Jordan, reports that 
Britain is being driven from the Middle East by words. These words from Red propagandists and 
agitators are exciting Arab nationalism, stirring up Arab anti-British and anti-United States feel- 
ing, and convincing some Arab leaders that the Communists stand with the Arabs in their drive 
for "national liberation" and "independence." 


Similarly, it has long been known that Communists are making converts in Asia by telling 
the Asians that the Reds have the only economic system for turning a backward land into an in- 
dustrial power within one generation. 


Red propaganda, too, has succeeded in convincing Americans that they should “bring the 
boys back home" following World War II and sold them the idea that the Red Chinese were only 
“agrarian reformers." And now the Reds are busily trying to persuade us that they are “reason- 
able" men, that Communist Parties are legitimate political parties, and that all the Reds want 


are expansion of trade, freer relations among all countries, and peaceful coexistence between 
Communism and capitalism. 


Propaganda — Key To "Cold War" Victory 


If we are losing the "cold war," as editors of the nation's newspapers decided during their 
meeting in Washington, D. C., last month, it is only because we are losing the battle of words 
to Communist propagandists. 


How does propaganda work? By some mysterious process the human mind collects informa- 
tion and makes decisions. You may make hundreds of decisions a day, ranging from what hat to 
wear or what type of house to buy to decisions about what kind of political candidate to support 
or even what kind of politico-economic system you will favor. 


These decisions are influenced by the kind of information which is supplied to you. They 
are affected by your willingness to accept some information as true and to reject other information 


This Issue Produced Under The Auspices Of 
AFFILIATED NATIONAL HOTELS 
A Member of the American Hotel Association 








as false, The art of the propagandist is to use every possible means to present the information he 
wants you to have and to present it so that you will tend to accept it as true. 


One of the important factors in propaganda is repetition of a single, easy-to-understand 
idea by as many different sources as aati. Communist Party Boss Nikita Khrushchev called 
for a big increase in world Communist propaganda on February 14, 1956, when he told Red 
propagandists : 


Reds Told To Boost Propaganda 


“Wage a merciless struggle against bourgeoise ideology. Make a fuller and more efficient 
use of all means of ideological influence for that purpose, such as propaganda, agitation, the 
press, radio, cultural-educational organizations and institutions, science, literature and the arts. 
We are convinced that the ideas of Communism will be victorious and that no iron curtains and 
screens erected by bourgeoisie reactionaries can prevent their spreading among new millions of 
people." 


Following in Khrushchev's footsteps, U. S. Communist Party Secretary, Eugene Dennis, in 
the "Daily Worker" of March 19 urged U. S. Reds “to go among the people who disagree with us, 
to engage in friendly debate with our adversaries in the battle of ideas, and to draw even larger 
numbers of men and women of varied political ideas into common political action." 


But more than repetition is necessary. The propagandist must have ideas which sound logi- 
cal and desirable. The Reds have made up phrases such as “peaceful coexistence," "reducing 
international tensions," "national liberation" and "partisans of peace." These phrases have been 
picked up and repeated by many non-Communists who do not recognize the fact that the ver 
utterance of these phrases influences the thinking of the people using them. For example, the 
man saying, "I'm in favor of peaceful coexistence," in effect is telling to his listeners that he 
favors the foreign policy of the Soviet Union which is ostensibly dedicated to "peaceful 
coexistence." 


Use Of Fronts Effective 


A third factor in successful propaganda is to have the propaganda come from sources which 
most people regard as trustworthy. The average American might not believe a statement made by 
William Z. Foster, Chairman of the Communist Party of the United States, but might accept the 
same statement coming from the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship (NCASF), the 
Labor Youth League, or the Liberty Book Club, or from some front group composed mostly of 
non-Communists who, nonetheless, go along with a number of Communist programs. 


An example of how these three techniques — phrase-making, repetition of a single idea, 
and the use of fronts — are used to influence Americans is found in the current program of the 
National Council of American-Soviet Friendship, which has been cited by the Attorney General 
of the United States as a Communist front organization follows. 


The National Council is supporting a program of "peace" education and action, according 
to Rev. Richard Morford, its Executive Director, The program's objective is to “help local people 
in their work for peace based upon the restoration of American-Soviet cooperation." 


This program is carried out by: 1) sending out publications "to many thousands across the 
country"; 2) addressing local meetings and organizing "peace action" consisting of confronting 
political candidates with “questions on foreign policy and making known to them a people's plat- 
form for peace"; 3) urging local support of the USSR proposals on disarmament and banning of 
tests of nuclear weapons; 4) holding discussions about cultural and trade exchange between the 
USA and the USSR, including "how local workers and their wives might go on a summer holiday 
to the Soviet Union through the assistance of fellow workers; 5) holding discussions with "students, 
professors, college pastors, etc. . . . making suggestions for student and teacher exchange"; 
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6) showing films which the National Council has been circulating throughout the country for some 
time; and 7) agitating, incidentally, against the Subversive Activities Control Board and the 
McCarran Internal Security Act of 1950. 


Culture" Used To Spread Propaganda 


But this is not the end of the National Council's propaganda efforts to influence Americans. 
It has sponsored tours of Soviet cultural groups and has encouraged the reading of books by such 
writers as Carl Marzani, an executive of the Liberty Book Club who has served a prison term for 
concealing Communist Party membership when applying for a Government job. 


The list of books published by the Liberty Book Club, incidentally, includes works by 
Joseph Starobin, writer for the "Daily Worker"; Howard Fast, an identified Party member; Aaron 
Kramer, a one-time teacher at the Red's Jefferson School of Social Sciences; Herbert Aptheker, 
editor of “Masses and Mainstream" and a Jefferson School teacher, and a number of others. 
Readers of these books — sold at a low $1.64 each — absorb the Communist point of view without 
being conscious that the information is coming from Communist sources. 


The NCASF example is only one of dozens of organizations which are providing information, 
and promoting phrases designed to influence Americans to support Soviet policies and move closer 
to accepting Communist world leadership. The increasing propaganda and agitational activities 
along this line ordered by Party Boss Khrushchev in February places special responsibilities on the 
shoulders of those of us in the West: first, to broaden our knowledge of Red propaganda tech- 
niques; second, to improve our own efforts to present information about our policies and proce- 
dures to those who do not understand them; and third, to keep up to date on the line the Party is 
trying to persuade Americans to follow. 


THE COMINFORM DIES — MOSCOW RULE GOES ON 


The announcement last month of the liquidation of the Cominform did not catch anyone by 
surprise. The cominform was founded by the late Andrei Zhdanov and ex-Soviet Premier Georgi 
Malenkov in 1947 to coordinate the activities of Communist Parties outside the Soviet Union. It 
partly replaced the earlier Comintern, which was dissolved during World War II to convince the 
West that the Reds were halting their drive to Communize the world. 


The end of the Cominform, likewise, appears to be an attempt to persuade the free world 
that Moscow is not interested in trying to “export Revolution." Nonetheless, the, Reds are making 
sure that Party members recognize that this change does not mean any change in the objectives of 
overseas Communist Parties or in the policy of coordinating their activities with Moscow. 


The Party newspaper, "Pravda, on April 18 reported that the end of the Cominform in no 
way means a weakening of links between the Communist Parties" which, of course, includes re- 
lations between the Communist Party of the United States and that of the USSR. 


These Parties are "united by a single ideology of Marxism-Leninism," "Pravda" continued. 


"An exchange of opinions on urgent problems has always been and will be an indispensible con- 
dition for the activity of all Communist Parties." 


The homage the Reds in America pay to the Red Bosses in Moscow was proclaimed by U.S. 
Party Secretary Eugene Dennis, in the "Daily Worker" of April 16. Dennis wrote, "The Soviet 
Union is not just another country . . . It is a country where the working class is the ruling class." 
It is the "pioneer builder of a new world system of socialism." 


The death of the Cominform, in fact, demonstrates again that the Red rulers in Moscow 
reach with their overseas Communist Parties into virtually every country in the free world and 








interfere outrageously in the intemal affairs of those countries. U. S. Reds are not members of a 
legitimate political party. They are, as the SACB has called them, agents of a foreign power. 


CALLING ALL TEENAGERS! 


Imagine what would happen in your community if some organization announced that it was 
going to sponsor a cultural competition and festival and that ten big prizes would be awarded 
teenagers for outstanding crafts, writing, music and dancing. 


Then imagine the effect that contest might have on the children entering it if the sponsor 
was dedicated to recruiting converts to Marxism and in preparing young people for eventual 
membership in the Communist Party. 


That is the latest gimmick of the New York Labor Youth League, a branch of the Labor 
Youth League, cited by the Attorney General as a Communist front organization. 


The contest was announced in an advertisement in the "Daily Worker" on April 15 and 
starts out with the headline, "Calling All Teenagers!" The advertisement explains that a "cul- 
tural competition and festival" on the "theme: Our Country's Democratic Heritage" will be 
sponsored by the New York Labor Youth League on May 25. 


Ten big prizes will be awarded to teenagers who submit winning work in graphic arts and 
crafts, writing, music and dancing, and dramatic presentations. Contestants must be between 
the ages of 13 and 20. 


Nature Of Labor Youth League 


In testimony presented to the Subversive Activities Control Board witnesses disclosed that 
the purpose of the Labor Youth League was to recruit young converts to Marxism and to train 
future members of the Communist Party. 


The SACB further found that the Labor Youth League had carried out a "relentless campaign" 
to instill in its members a "confidence in the Communist Part as the “indispensable vanguard" of 
the working classes and worked consistently to persuade youth to support the foreign policies of 
the Soviet Union. 


The announcement of this contest emphasizes the necessity for young people and adults too, 
for that matter, to be informed about Communist aims and techniques in order to protect themselves 
from being led into a Marxist trap of this kind. 


As Red propaganda along the new "reasonable" line indicated at the 20th Party Congress 
increases, the problems raised by lack of adequate information about Communist techniques be- 
comes more serious. As Bill Albertson, a Communist Party official who set up the Labor Youth 
League in Western Pennsylvania, stated in January 1950, the Communist Party must gain control 
of the youth in the United States if a successful revolutionary struggle is to be waged (reported by 
the SACB). The Reds apparently are now out to achieve this goal by every means possible. 


NATIONALISM — AN ENEMY OF SOVIET TYRANNY 


A significant crack in the monolithic Communist system showed up on March 9 when students 
and others staged a riot in Tiflis, Georgia, in the Soviet Union. 


Press reports of the riots have called them protests against the current attack Party leaders 
on Joseph Stalin — a Georgian by birth. The real source of the riots, however, was disclosed by 
Victor D. Kupradze, rector of the Tiflis State University. 
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Kupradze stated on April 17 that the riots were caused by "dark elements" and “provo- 
cateurs." The "dark elements" consisted of former students, relatives of liquidated kulaks and 
liberated victims of the 1937 purges. He furthermore said that demonstrators had shouted “illegal 
nationalistic slogans." 


These riots were not limited to namecalling, however. To regain order, state forces used 
machine guns on the crowds and estimates of the dead range from a hundred to upwards of 300. 


Simmering Volcanoes 


As a number of experts on the Soviet Union have stated in the past, beneath the stony calm 
one sees on the surface of Soviet life, a thousand volcanoes burn. Nationalism — the love of 
one's own nation — appears to be the most powerful of these volcanoes among peoples such as the 
Georgians, the Ukrainians, and others conquered by the Russian Communists. 


But the attacks on Stalin's "cult of personality" or "cult of the individual" have revealed 
other sore spots in the Communist Empire. 


Alicja Zawadzka, in a bulletin over Radio Warsaw on February 29, reported that in her 
view the 20th Party Congress in Moscow had "given the green light to creative thought." Now, 
she said, "the road to independent, creative, business-like thinking is open to everyone." 


Likewise in the Czechoslovakian newspaper, “Rude Pravo," on April 13 the Czech Com- 
munists bewail the fact that "the wrong conception of an all-powerful police night-stick was to 
many officials and workers in the state apparatus more attractive than explanatory and enlighten- 
ment work . . . but it is a more dangerous method because it alienates the people from the 
authorities." 


Similar statements have cropped up all over the Communist a and the new freedom has 
resulted in what the Red leaders in Moscow consider dangerous attacks against the Party itself. 


Party Fights Anti-Party Feeling 


In a sharply worded editorial on April 5 the Soviet Party newspaper, "Pravda," attacked 
"some rotten elements" who "are trying to make use of criticism and self-criticism for all sorts of 
slanderous inventions and anti-Party assertions." 


At one scientific laboratory "Pravda" stated "staff members made slanderous statements 


directed against the Party's policy and its Leninist foundations." Similar statements were reported 
even in Moscow. 


Then the Party newspaper warned: "The Party organization must resolutely combat every 
deviation from the policy of the Communist Party, from Marxist-Leninist ideology . . . The 
Party will. not tolerate petty bourgeois licentiousness, and particularly anti-Party statements, in 
its midst. The Party cannot permit the freedom to discuss problems to be interpreted as the free- 
dom to propagate views alien to the spirit of Marxism-Leninism." 


While admitting that the Party members must wage an "unremitting struggle" against the 
"manifestations of bourgeois ideology" the Party newspaper tacitly admits that there is much ob- 
jection to the Party and its policies even among Party members and that so-called bourgeois 
ideas — among them the idea of nationalism — remain a powerful foe for the Party on its home- 
ground in the Soviet Union. 


The implication is clear that, as the Reds are encouraging thinking along the lines of 
Marxism in the free world, we should also step up efforts to anne the ideas and ideals of 
nationalism and freedom for stimulating independent thought inside the Communist Empire. As 
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historians have observed such ideas grow quietly and sometimes unnoticed until some unexpected 
event such as an attack against Stalin sets the ideas into motion. 


RED POLITICIANS AT LARGE 


1956 is a year of political campaigns. In the United States the big contest is for the elec- 
tion of the President. But in the glare and excitement of this election we must not forget that 
thousands of small campaigns will be going on throughout the world this year. 


Under the leadership of Communist Party Boss Nikita Khrushchev, Red politicians are 
stepping up their efforts to persuade people in non-Communist lands to adopt socialism and to 
support Communist leadership. 


And they're using every trick in the politician's craft — from kissing babies, as ex-Soviet 
Premier Georgi Malenkov recently did in England, to making direct, demogogic appeals to the 
people of other countries, as Khrushchev and Premier Nikoli Bulganin did in India a few months 
ago. Their bag of appeals included trade and aid lures, offers to exchange cultural and scientific 
delegations, promises of attaining Socialism and greater peace and prosperity for workers. 


The pathway to this outburst of Communist political activity was smoothed by three de- 
cisions announced by Khrushchev during the 20th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union in February. 


Seeking Unity With Socialists 


1) Socialism will develop in different ways in different countries and that it can gain vic- 
tory by peaceful parliamentary means. 


2) Communists would now seek unity with Socialists in a stepped-up drive to overthrow 
capitalism and establish Socialism. 


3) Neutral countries and even some countries allied to the United States should be regarded 
not as enemies but as potential members of the Communist bloc. This is a reversal from Stalin's 
view that "if they're not with me, they're against me" which classified neutral states as hostile. 


The resulting Red program is cast on the basis of a worldwide political campaign. 
Khrushchev told delegates to the 20th Party Congress: “Socialism has become a great magnetiz- 
ing force for the workers, peasants and intelligentia in all lands. The ideas of Socialism are 
really conquering the minds of all toiling mankind." This statement is completely false, but 
serves the Communists by encouraging them and by tending to engender defeatism among non- 
Communists . 


"At the same time," Khrushchev continued, "in a number of capitalist countries, the work- 
ing class (Communist Party) possesses in the present situation realistic opportunities of welding 
under its leadership the overwhelming majority of the people and of insuring the transition of the 
principle means of production into the hands of the people." 


Hope To Win Parliamentary Majorities 


In many countries, he added, Communist led or influenced popular fronts will be able to 
win a “firm majority in parliament" and then bring about "fundamental social transformations." 


How do the Reds' see their task in the United States? Editors of the Communist magazine, 
"Political Affairs" last month stated that their task today is “in finding ways to make socialism 
more meaningful to our fellow-Americans" and “this requires popular education for socialism." 
This education, in tum, is expected to lead toward "some kind of workers' and farmers' 
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government, based on a united and class-conscious working class . . . and will effect the trans- 
ition from capitalism to socialism." 


Significantly, the Reds' comments on the need for “education for socialism" appeared in 
the April 1956 issue of "Monthly Review," a Party line publication which claims that it is 


This is designed to support the views of Communist labor writer, George Morris, who stated 
in "Daily Worker" on April 15 that "the theoretical basis that once divided sincere Socialists and 
Communists need no longer hold. And that means the fight for more immediate objectives — those 
that can lead fo the goal of constitutional transition to socialism — can also be united." 


Progress Abroad 


The Reds' political campaigning has moved ahead much faster abroad then it has in the 
United States. This fits into the Communist timetable for the spread of Socialism. As the edi- 
tors of "Political Affairs" state it, "The American people's decision for Socialism will take place 
after Socialism has been triumphant in many countries." 


So far the Communist cultivation of Socialists abroad has not reached dangerous proportions. 
The Council of the Socialist International on March 4 rejected any popular front with the Com- 
munists, and nine Socialist party leaders in London in April went even farther. They rejected 
Soviet overtures and declared, "We believe in democracy, they don't . . . Even with collective 
leadership, it (Communism) remains a dictatorship." 


But even these rejections represent a success for the Moscow Reds. As the Soviet news 
agency "TASS" reported March 31, this is almost the first time in history that the Socialist 
International even considered uniting with other political forces. Some individual Socialists 
have spoken up for closer ties with the Soviet Union in the past and, the dispatch adds, “broad 
vistas are opening up today for cooperation between Communists and Social Democrats in their 
struggle for the ultimate goals of the working class." 


This one point of "dictatorship" and of "freedom" are the major issue of differences be- 
tween Socialists and Communists, and the Reds are doing their best to convince the world that 


the new regime is different, it has renounced tyranny and dictatorship, and has established 
democracy. 


Gains Among Neutral Countries 


Where the Reds are making their greatest gains, however, are among the so-called neutral 
countries, in many of which Socialists such as Nehru of India are in control. If the Reds follow 
their traditional strategy, they will try to work with Socialists to establish Socialism, then try to 
grab control of the government for themselves. 





This is what is indicated by the editors of "Political Affairs" when they state in April 
1956, "A socialist society necessarily is led by the vanguard party of the working class, the 
party of Marxism-Leninism (Communist Party)." 


The current political campaigns to 1) win over the Socialists; 2) win Socialist control of 
governments by political means; and, 3) take over the governments under Communist leadership 
places new challenges before the free peoples of the world, regardless of their political views. 


During the present year and during years to come, the case of Communism versus freedom 
will be tried in the court of world opinion. It will be tried in the bazaars of India, the pubs of 
England, the meeting’halls of many countries of Europe, Asia, Africa and even in the United 
States. The free world, in order to win in this political contest, must prepare and present its 
case with as much skill and as much energy as political cases will be presented during the up- 
coming Presidential elections. 


In this day of an all-out revival of basic Leninism among Communists the world over, it 
is vitally important to remember Lenin's statement: "As long as capitalism and socialism exist, 
we cannot live in peace; in the end, one or the other will triumph — a funeral dirge will be sung 
over the Soviet Republic or over world capitalism." 
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